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Introduction to NoveList K-8 for Middle School Students 

Objectives: 
§ To introduce students to an all-fiction database. 
§ To provide instructional guidance that will enable students to become independent in their 

literature searches. 
§ To integrate information skills that correlate with state standards and competencies. 
§ To use technology to help encourage reading at all ability levels. 

Resource: 
NoveList K-8, an all-fiction, electronic database and readers’ advisory tool. 

Skills Practiced: 
§ Manipulation of an electronic resource 
§ Sorting 
§ Finding details 
§ Reading and Comprehension 
§ Using prior knowledge 
§ Refining a search 
§ Applying information learned 
§ Synthesizing information 
§ Evaluation of a source 

I. Introduction to the Source:  Demonstration of NoveList K-8 with LCD projector. 
a) Homepage – click Search Our Database tab 
b) Briefly explain the following searching options. 

1. Find a Favorite Author 
2. Find a Favorite Title 
3. Find a Series Name 
4. Describe a Plot, Topic, or Unit (Illustrate with “teenagers time travel”); point out 

that students can use their natural language to search for an idea or interest; they 
do not need to use subject heading search terminology. 

5. Article and List Search 

II. Find Similar Books Feature 
Ask student these questions: 
§ Have you ever felt like you had no idea what kind of book you want to check 

out? 
§ Have you ever read a book you liked and thought, “I’d like to find another book 

like that one?” 
Now, you can use the computer to help you find more books similar to the one you 
liked. 
a) Select a title you know most of the kids have read and liked, such as Hatchet by Gary 

Paulsen.
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b) From the Search Our Database tab, click on “Find a Favorite Title” and type 
“Hatchet” in the Find box. 

c) Your search may take you directly to the title record, or it may take you to your 
results list.  If the search results list comes up, click on the book by Gary Paulsen to 
access the complete title record.  At the title record, you might want to point out 
some of the features of a typical title record: 
§ Other subject headings to consider 
§ Brief description of the book 
§ Book reviews from journals that give you a good idea of how other people 

evaluate the book 
§ Author website at the bottom – Paulsen’s is a good one to click on and show 

the kids Gary Paulsen’s tips for survival.  “Gary Paulsen’s Web Site > New 
adventures > Top 10 Survival Tips.” 

d) Point out the button just below the book jacket that says “Find Similar Books” and 
click on this button. 

e) When the list of subject headings for Hatchet comes up, demonstrate how to select 
the headings you’re most interested in from your favorite book.  With Hatchet, I 
usually clear all the subject headings, then check the following in the Desired 
column: 
§ Survival (after airplane accidents, etc.) 
§ Wilderness survival 
§ Adventure stories 
§ Thirteen-year-old boys 

f) Click “Search” and notice that when the list comes up, the first book is, of course, 
Hatchet, because that was your favorite one. 

g) Look at one or two of the other books on the list and point out how the subject 
headings matched the ones you checked. 

III Demonstrate “Browse” Feature 
Ask students: 
§ What if your social studies teacher asked you to read a novel about “Native 

Americans?”  Do you know that there all kinds of books that are about Native 
Americans – Native American dancers, Native American boxers, Native American 
detectives, and many others? 

a) Go to the Browse Lists tab and select the link to “Browse Alphabetical Lists of All 
Authors, Titles, Series Names and Subjects.” 

b) Click the “relevancy ranked” and “subject heading” radio buttons and type in: ‘Native 
Americans.’ Click “Search.” 

c) A list of many different subject headings concerned with Native Americans comes up. 
In this way, students might see a subject they had never thought of before that would 
interest them. 

IV Demonstrate “Explore Fiction” Feature 
Ask students: 
§ Do you ever find that you keep reading the same type of book without trying 

anything new? You can get out of your “reading rut” if you take a look at some of 
the many ideas in “Explore Fiction.”
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a) Click on the Browse Lists tab, then select the link for the Young Adult reading level 
under the Explore Fiction heading. 

b) Randomly click on different icons just to show all the many topics and booklists you can 
get to.  Point out that each book on a booklist can also be clicked on and will take you to 
that book’s record, so you can read more about the book. 

V Demonstrate Grab and Go Lists 
Ask students: 
§ What if your teacher sends you to the library to find a good novel to read, that relates 

to the unit you are studying in class? 
a) Click on the Browse Lists tab, then select the link for “Grab and Go – Topical Book 

Lists.” 
b) Select one of the lists under the “Grades 6-8” column.  Point out that each list contains a 

description of what the list is about.
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES WITH NOVELIST K-8 

(1) Who is an author you like? _____________________________ 
a) Using “Find a Favorite Author,” type in this author’s name. 
b) How many books are listed by this author? ______________ 
c) Click on any title listed by this author. 
d) Scroll to the bottom of the title record and look for a link to a website about this 

author. 
e) Click on the website link and find 1 interesting fact about this author; write it below. 

___________________________________________________ 

f) Return to NoveList K-8. 

(2) What is the title of a book you have enjoyed reading in the past year? 

_____________________________________________________ 

a) Click the Search Our Database tab 
b) Click on “Find a Favorite Title” and type in this title, then click ‘Search.’ 
c) If a list of book titles comes up, click on the title you are searching for to get to the 

record. 
d) When the title record appears, click on the “Find Similar Books” button at the top. 

A list of subject headings from your book will appear. 
e) Click “Clear” (at the bottom of the list) to remove all the checks from the boxes. 
f) In the “Desired” column, check all the subject headings that you would most like to 

read about again. 
g) Select the boxes for “Young Adult” and “Children’s” reading levels. 
h) Click “Search.” 
i) Find one other book in this list that looks like it would be interesting to read and 

give the following information: 

Author: ____________________________________________ 

Title: ______________________________________________ 

In your own words, write a 1-2 sentence description of what you think this book is 
about: 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________
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From NoveList K-8, click the Browse Lists tab 

(3) Under the “Explore Fiction” heading, select the link for the “Young Adult” or the 
“Children” reading level. 
a) Browse through all the different icons. 
b) Give the name of 1 icon topic that sounds interesting to you. 

________________________________________________ 

c) Give the title and author of one book on the booklist for this topic. 

Author: ______________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________________ 

From NoveList K-8, click the Search Our Database tab 

(4) Click on “Describe a Plot, Topic, or Unit.” 
a) Type in “fast paced thriller” and select the box for “Children’s” reading level. 
b) When the list of books appears, click on Mother’s Helper by A. Bates. 
c) Look at the subject headings and read the brief description about the book. 

Which subject heading(s) indicates that this book might be a “thriller?” 

What word or words in the description help you figure out that this book will be a 
thriller? 

Read the review of the book by Publisher’s Weekly magazine.  Does the reviewer 
consider the book to be a “thriller?” 

From NoveList K-8, click the Search Our Database tab 

(5) Click on “Find a Series Name.” 
a) In the Find box, type in “shadow children” to find this series by Margaret Peterson 

Haddix. 
b) How many books are in this series? ________________________


